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AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL,

Berlin, Germany, January 7, 1838.

SUBJECT: ©National Socialist Students being sent
to.the United States by the German
Government.

1—1221 ¢ro

WASHINGTON. o

SIR: ;2 ) —
ird 2:_3 .

" I have the honor to inform the Department that in -

the pest this office has grénted visas under SeétiQn o

3(2) of the Immigration Act of 1924, as amended, to
persons going to the United States to study, if the

per;od of study is a shoru one and if the applican*

e

WOhld otherwise be properly classiflable under this

section and subseqtion_ef the law,
Visas may be ;ssued under SeetLGn 4, paragraph (e) )
‘ﬁkto AN 1mm1grant who is a bona fide student at least 15 ©
years of age and who seeks to enter the United States
solely for the purpose of study at an accredited school,
college, academy, seminary, or university, particularly
designated by him and approved by the Secretary of Labor,

which shallthave agreed to report to the Secrebtary of

Labor the termination of attendance of each immigrant

v student, and if any such institution of learning fails
to make such reporis promptly the approval shall be =

. ] ’ -
withdrawn."

There 1s some questlon as to the accuracy of an

x ' interpretation
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interpretation which will permit cne going to the United

States for study, even for a2 short period, to be granted
a vise under Section 3(2), but such an inﬁerpretation

does not appdar to be an unreasonable one, though, under
certain circumstances, it might be considered too liberal.

Section 3(2) defines & temporary visitor as %an alien

visiting the United States temporarily as a tourist or

temporarily for business or pleasure. The Department of

Labor defines a temporary visitor as "!An alien visiting
the United States tempbrarily as a tourist or temporarily
for business or pleasure'! shall be construed to mean an
glien who, having a fixed damiciie in some other country
which he has nc intention %o aban&on, comes to the United
States to remain for a temporary pefiod only. Any allen
who, after haﬁing been admittéd for the alleged purpose
. of a temporary visit, 1s found to have taken up hls per=-
manent residence in the United States shall upon warrant
of the Secrétary of Labor be taken into custody and dee=

ported.® In order to facilitate the travel of persons,

with a fixed domicile and other ties abroad, it has
undoubtedly been the practice hitherto to classlify such

applicants as coming under Section 3{2) of the Act., The

i wording of the act might indicate, however, that a clas-
sification under 4(e) would be a more correct one.

In view of certsin political aspects in connection

j with present and future applications, this Consulate

5 General contemplates, subject tc the Department'is approval,

%o place all students, regardless of race, politlcal

belief, or length of stay in the United States, under

the
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}{ the classification of Section 4{e). In adhering to a
;{ o s e roe 2= rg:m‘ 2
;g more exact and stricter classification, this office is

T
[

-

asetuated bty the following:
It is anticipated that a group of young students in
IS ; s #
various portions of Germany will apply in the near future /;
: i

for visas to enable them to 'study at various institutions

[

or a period of %gggggigggﬁiy six mounths. They are about
16 to 18 years of age and have been studying at various
National Socialist Political Tnstitutions in Germany,
‘and the presumption is that they may have been selected
because of their strong Party loyalties and, possiDly,
becauvse of their knowledge of Englishe Accofding to the

information in this office, the National Socialist Poli-

ey
ot
g
¢4]
e

(12}
lmh
[
iy

tical Institutions are under the control o
Government and, as may be inferred from their names,
politics, in alignment with the ideology of the National
Socialist Party, is one of the important subjects. Alsoc
the schools are semi-military, as some of the instructiocn
is similar to that imparted to German military cadets,

In at least one instance an applicant expressed the opinion
that the schools>in the Unlited States to which they wished

O go arse established along lines similar to the National

ot

¢ Socialist Political Imnstitutions, although it 1is believe
thet the latter statement cannot be taken too seriousliy.
Arrengements in the United States are being made by W,
e .
Huston L}i%érd of the Intermational Schoolbey Fellowship
for Better Understanding; Prefessor at the Tabor Academy

at Marion, lMessachusetts. It may De of interest in this

seonnection to recall that Professor Lillard wez the
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leader among the delegation of American professors and

~

students who, at the invitation of the Germsn Government,

,

rrived in this country in July 1934 to see for theme

W

selves the progress made under the new regime. There

were about 175 American prof fessors and students. They
traveled exbensively in Germany under the ausplices of

the National Sociglist Pd?ty though ostensibly theiﬁ hosts
were the "Deutsche Akademische Austauschdienst”, the ® o=
rika Tnstitut® and the "garl Schurz Soc iety ™.

believed that

From the details available here it is
the students m attempt to carry on propagasnda work in
Ay X e}

the United States, particularly through the National

Socislist method of bullding so-called cells in our in-

stitutions. While there is considerable doubt as to the
efficacy of the Work individuse bovs may accomplish, it

r3

is possible and probable that the CGerman Government may
attempt to send larger numbers of studenss in the future.
The Department is aware, of course, of the insistency
onn the part of ceritain individusals in the Uunited States to
investigate National Scocialist sctivities in America, I
am of the opinion that if comsular officers abroad faci-
litate the entry of persons who may atbempd ﬁo carry on

propagande in our country, the Poreign Service might

become the object of criticism upon the ground that its

_interpretation of the Immigration Act of 1924 is too

‘liberal. Therefore, I am of the opinion that i1t is ad-

visable in the case of such studenis goling tc the Unitsd
States to apply a strict interpretation of the lawe

IT the visa=issuing offices in Germany in the future

g
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insist upon classifying all these students aslé(e) immi-
grants there may be apparently one serious difficulty
which may have the effect under our immigration laws of
debarring tpgse students from the United States, namely:
that since their fare is pald by the German Gévernment,
they would be inadmissible under the provisions of Section
3 of the Tmmigration Act of February 5, 1817, Which pro-
vides "that the followirg classes of aliens should be ex-
cluded from. adm1331on‘inuo the United States: .... persons
whose tlcket or passage 1s paid for by any corporation,
associati&n, sOciety, municipality, or foreign government,
eitker directly or indirectly ccee
In this connection the Depertment is informed that

a grbup of eleven studentéAwith a leader are leaving on.
Steamship BREMEN on the 13th of Jenuary for the United
States. The names of these students are as follows:

Heinz Magmger, ”Stu@ienassessor“(teacher)

Arno Krause, age 17

Siegfried Borkowski, age 15
Karlheinz Schirbddter, ® 1B

Horst Roleff, v 16

yf/ Hans-Alfred Lassen, w17
- Ernst-Georg Zimfermann * 17
Henns-Peter Bodckner, ¥ 18

0tte Schumacher, SR A/
Werner Droste, ®o17
Hellmuth Fpank, ¥ 16

Karl Koogh, L

The above mentioned students are going to the
following institutions in the United States:

The Lawrenceville School, New Jersey;
Riverdale Counbtry School, New York;
Morristown School, New Jersey;
University School, Cleveland, 0Ohio;
Peddie School, Hightskown, New Jersey;
Governor Dummer Academy, South Byfiald Masso
The Loomis ‘School, Windsor, Gonneﬁtlcu

RS Kent School, Kent Coumn.;
Moses Brown School, Providence, Rhode Island;

- Tabor Academy, Marion, Mass.

Iv
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Tt is significant that all of these students come
from the so-called National Politische Erziehungs Anstalten
{(National Political Educational Institutions) im Germany.
These are'special schools which the.National Socialist
Party has o%éanizsd to teach boys not general education
but Nabional Socialist principles and ideology. The
group of American exchange sﬁudents who are alreadj in
this country have entered these political institutlions.
Therefore, it is clear that the efforts of the German Go-
vermment in promoting the exchange of students is not only

e o
to send persons to the United States who are thorough-golng
exponents of National Soclalist political 1deology but
also to see that Ameriecan stﬁdents coming over enter Iin-
v sbtitutions where such political doctrines are taught. The
students who are leaving on the 13th have all been granted

3{2) visas because there was not sufficient time for them

to secure acceptances from the various institutions con-

cerned and a stabtement from the insbitutions asser ting

their willingness to accept the students in cases where

e T

a knowledge of English was not adequabe. Furthsermore, 1%
was apparent that if these students were classified as
| 4(e) immigrants, they would be excluded from entering

| the United States on account of the fact that the German

Ministry of Education 1s paying for thelr passage.

The next group will prcbably be ready to go to the

L

£ Tnited States for the fall term if nod be.uoreo I would

f —— e

£5 e i
z

g appreciate it if the Departmﬁnt would eXxamine the matter

2

g

-va

- in the light of the informetion which is contained in

|
tnis despatch, the provisions of our laws, et ceters,
|

P

< | ' and
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and inform the Consulate Géneral as to whether or not

in 1%s opinion these students should be made in the fu-
ture to apply for é(e} visas and, if so, what should bse
the attitudé™of this office as to the admissibility of

these persons in view of the fact that their passages

o i
s

are regularly paid by the German Government. The Depart-

ment's instruction in the premises will be very much

appreciated,
Respectfully yours,
Raymond H. Geist
American Consuls
811,11

RHG/1t
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-DEPARTMENT OF STATE

*

\ ASSISTANT SECRETARY

%7
Fa=oly],

February 12, 1938.

.} I think Gespatch No. 1914 of January 7, 1938 from the
h?f American Consulate General in Berlin on National Soclallist @
| Students who are being sent to the United States by the :m
) ﬂﬁiﬁf German Government is of sufficient importance, aside from -
%Lﬁin E the question of the type of visa %o be granted, to be of —
particular interest to us in connection with the genergl %%
- .. problem of German propaganda in this ecountry to which we gi
P o 7
?4'25? g are giving attentlon. ﬁ%
The Consulate General has raised the gquestion of the gé
Y type of visa to be granted to these students ané has pointed
ﬁ;f out important consliderations indicating that this is not ?ﬁ
)

£

the ordinary exchsnge of students between American and German
achools. In this instance it appears that the CGerman students
have been in what may be entirely Government«suppe?téd

Party schools in Germahy and are being sent To this counﬁrgﬁ

3

at the expense of the German Government. IT seems that . fors

¥

“ every one of these CGerman students coming over from theg

Government-gsupported German Schools, an American student 1

going over to one of these same schools in Germany. 1% is

obvicus,
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obvious, however, that in our case the students must be

going at thelr own expense or st least nod

expensee

The Vigs Division had drafited a telegr

¢ ot

st Government

am to the Con-

sulate General at Berlin to elicit further facts before

1ndicating to the Consulatse Gensral what type of visa this

Department believes 1g the proper one under the lawe. As the

first lot of students, sccording to Berlin's despateh, has

glready been granted visas and may be on their way To or

already in this country and as the next lot of students 1is

not to proceed until the fall, I have suggested %o the Visa

Division that it would be preferable not to send this tele=-

ocram but %o send a confidential instruction going into the

whole matter and giving Berlin for 1its background and guidance

some discussion of the problems which the procedure raises

11 our mind here. As there is no urgency, T %hink 1% would

be helpful to geld further information from Berlin before we

gdecide what type of visa seems 4o he the appropriaie COnCe.

It does seem clear, NOWEVeT, that 4f the expenses of

these studentg and their transportation are vaid by the

Germsn Government that a 3{1) visa 1is practically the only

| employ or agent of the German Governmentes

to be the csse, then the German Government

one whieh could properly be granted, that is, a visa as &n

£ this turns out
can be held

regponsible
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" responsible for the conduct of thess students in this

countrys

It might seem to some far-fetched to consider boys
between 15 .amd 18 as potential propsgandisis in thils
country but I cannot help but feel that this move on the
part of the German Government is a distinet part of its
propaganda program in this country. These Party schools
are conducted on well defined lines. Thé students in them
are chosen with particular cares Without golng into detall

»

here it is sufficlent to ggy That infenne& persong know
the type of instruction given in these schocls to young
people concerning conditions in other countries, They are
taught, for example, that there is vast unem?layment in the
United States when there is none in Germany, that German
workers are housed immesgurably better than Amerlican workers,
that German cities and towns and villages look much better
than those in the United States and in this respect they are
shown pictures showing the dilapidated outskirts of some of
our towne and citieg., When thege Germen boye in ocur gchoolsg
over here can tell their asscciates about these things in

‘ Germany and can draw attentlion to certain things which do

| exist in this country, the surface comparlison can have greal

| effect on thoughtless young people. Thig is just one aspect

of the matter.

=
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I cannot guite understand how schools such as Lawrencee

ville, Kent, Peddie and a few others 1isted on page five

" of the despatch could lend themselves to such an exchange of

students. I doubt if they have given thought %o &ll of the

implications., I believe it would be well for us to go inte

=

the nature of the sctiviities of thie W. Huston Lillard of ¥

jr B}

I

e
ATnternationsl Schoolboy Fellowship for Better Understanding®,
snd who seems to be an instructor at Tebor Academy in Marion,
Massachusetts. I would not hesitate to suggest that we go
so far as to have the postal authoritles control his cor-
respondence for a month or two. The chances are that we
would find him in very cloée touch with Nationsl Sociglist
circles in this country and in Germany. He may, of course,
be an entirely innocent but misgulded persone

It occurs tc me that we ought to know just how these
German boys who have been brought over o these DPrEparatory
schoole in the United States are conducting themselves. We

could get in touch with the head masters at some of these

schools snd go into the situation with theme. They would, I am
g s

sure, be willing to come %to Washington at their canvenienée
where we could give them the background in confldence and
I believe we could depené on thelr cooperatlon.

¥r, Gelst!s despatch does not indicate whether any
American has gone abroad to have genersl oversight over

thesse
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these American boys in the German schools. I think we
could ask him to get discreetly what information he may be
sble to elicit along this line. The personality and back-
ground of tHis man might give us a further cluee

I would not wish to appear to be eXaggerating‘the
importance of this matter but the evidence slready in the
possession of the Department ie gufficient to show that we

cannot let information of thie kind come to us without giving

it most careful thought and attention.

GoSolle

Asdls GBM: VNG
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WILL iINDICATE WHETHER~

PREPARING OFFICE TELEG RAM— SENT TO BE TRANSMITTED

CONFIDENTIAL CODE

 Collect NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE
Charge Depariment Epﬁarim‘?ﬁi ﬁf giatg PARTAIR
OR :
Charge to A NCNCONFIDENTIAL FLAIN
$ Department Washington,
(Immigration Fund)
Febrlary 9, 1938
. i ;ﬁ
N /
AHMERICAN GO"?J SUL /
S ermany) /
\ o /
Y /7
Vv j

Your degeakph 1914 Janua»g 7e

%
In view of practwce of @emartment of Labor of admitfing

under section tnrea‘two teéporary visitor clasgification

N@s

aliens coming as std@en}s for chort periods and since entry

L

O%

for that purpose has ﬂfﬁ
/

segtion three Two sgétu. your proposal 6 reguire oll German

&'

t heen held to be incompatible with

e

i

students to anplyﬁfor ime 1granu student visas can not be

j

r i
F %

agpproved. / %

/ %,
o s v
Wowevnr,XSuu@ents T @ to in your despatch whose

pagsages a.f;e peid by German &OVG&JIEH@TIQ may be excluded for

that re ;n upon arrivsl, unT s admitted under ninth proviso
sectio é%hree Act of 1917. DBefpre examining this guestion
, g \
£

with Pepartment of Labor Departumgnt desires you investigate

£
F.

i . ‘
L 4 and

A
/ 2
{ = '
!
A i\

Sent by operator M, i9 %

Enciphered by

wer!

D. C. R.—No. 50 1-~1462  U. <. GOYERNMENT PRINTING i':gAFFlcE
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PREPARING OFFICE TELEG RAM SENT TO BE TRANSMITTED
WILL INDICATE WHETHER. ~ o CONFIDENTIAL CODE
Collect - * NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE
Charge Department EQF&EM?I‘& ﬁf %i&ig PARTAIR
OR . : PLAIN
Charge to :
Washington,
$ g
- )

and repart whether Students may not qualii& under gection

three one as offiglal students and so ba admlssiole with

their passages pai&. Refer %o note Eﬁéﬂty—two Supplement A

Consular R@gaWationh and ascertal @articularly whether, as
f -
required by that note studentsjare proceeding directly under
v 7
A”

‘&
auspices of German Gov

N v -*'ﬂj

Enciphered by
Sent by operator M., , 18
D, C. R.—No. 50 1—1462  U. <. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

oy
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STAICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

Raymonrd 8. Gelet, EBsgulre,
stmericen Consul,

fGeriin, CGermany.

Your despateh no. 1814 of Januery ¥, 19358 report-
ing that the Gersman Sovernment may be promesing an

exehange of %%?maa and Smericsn

gtudents for politieanl

J?@?&%&ﬁﬁm purposes, has been resd »3i%h wuek int

in counsehion with & study being conduclsd @@;za@ég
nropagands in the United Htastise. §ﬁ§§ﬂ®w~yﬁgﬁwﬁg fﬁ@w
you on the subjeet will be appreciated, whemsver W;?%,
may ke sbls %o ebiain information for them. You m&g&’

éiﬁ@?@@ﬁiy fnauire and report wrhether the Amevicen

gtudents in the German institutions sre under the ,ﬁgﬁmég

vision or mamagement of sowe Americsn persos snd if so,
the Deparitument weuld be interssted %o know gomnething
of %he pereonaliiy and beckground ofF that perscn and

of the extent of his supervision or wans

agement of the
gtudenis.

%ith respeet to vour ﬂ?@ﬁ@gﬁi o ?@ﬁﬁﬁwﬁ all

studente spplying for visse st your offise %6 gualily

a0

o

Fe

&

£

ter seebion 4 {e) of the Immigration Aot of 1824,

~The Depariment iz umable Lo gpprove the propesal

o ginee A% iz Yhe praetics of sﬁﬁ Beparinent of Laber

17

W

™
7



Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives-

- DECLASS 51
\uthn

sy s AT mrﬁ )

‘their being sent by the German Government. In that

-

-

o perml %&% entry, as temporary visitors under
section 3 (2) of the I=migration Ast of 1824, ef sliens
soming e sindy for short periods, includiag those bona
fide a%a@%é%a wiio, because they ars unfer 13 yesvs of
age or who are 2ot poming te an spproved sobosl, csn-
not gualify uader seetion 4 {2} of the iot. That
practice hag been considersd o be gonsonant =1th a
proper and reagonsble séministration of the law and,
é%3$ﬁﬂrsﬁ$ ro diseriminatien cam be made among national-
ities im Tollowing it.

However, the students raferred o in your &ﬁ@@a@@h‘
shoge Sransportatisn is being psld by She German Govern-
ment would appear %o be insdwmissible aﬁﬁ&@ the excivd-

stion Aot of

ing provision of seetion 3 of ﬁﬁm'iﬁmigﬁ

1017 menfloned by you, should they apply Ter admisgion

under seation 3 {2} or under sectlon 4 {2) af the

imzigrstion Aet of 1924, unless She Depariment of Labor
should be willing to aduld them under the ninth provise
to seetion 3 of the Immigration Aet of 1817 as 1%
wight de, peartieulerly if resuested by the sshools
to which the students desire %o prosssd.

On the other nand, it #may be that the ﬁ%%ﬁ%%%ﬁ
ave clsssifisvle as offisizl atudents {(see nols 22,
supplement A, %ﬁﬁgﬁiay Begulations) snd entitled %ov

%

seciion 3 (1) visss, in view of what you say regarding
event they would not be subjest o the sxeluding pro-
vigione of the 1917 Ast, beling exempd therefros under

“the tenth provise te section 3 of the het, as offis i'iﬁ
af
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of a forelgn goveeameni. Please @iﬁ%ﬁ&@%§§ iﬁ%®@$i%a%@
and inforsm the Uepariment whether they may properly

be 80 clagsifisd, ﬁ@ﬁ?iﬁ@ @@ %iﬁﬁ that note 28 of
ﬁap@iﬁmﬁﬁ§;% reguires thet 1% be shown they are proceed-
ing directly under ihe aﬁgyiaég of thelir govermment

and on &n sducational missicn directed by 1%« 1f z28mit~

=

ted under seetion 3 (1) they would net be deporiable
under the provisions ¢f the immigretion laws providisg
for the deporiaticn of sliens bul it is thought that the
German Hovernment coulid be beld reésponsibls for their
-ﬁ#%ﬁﬁﬂﬁ in the Unlited SBtates. Upon the w&aeiw% af your
reépord the Departwent will sdviee you further.

Yery truly gyours,

For the Deerebtary of Siates

= qﬂmﬂg’w

_:811.311 Colleges 62/89

‘”-v.wu.p*""

@4 @vns@@a&x 2-21;23
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) PREPARING OFFICE | TELEGRAM SENT " o BE TRANSMITTED”
~ WILL INDICATE WHETHER . CONFIDENTIAL E0DE
Colleet ’ . NONCONFIDENTIAL GODE
Charge Department %Eyarimpni ﬁf %%ﬁtﬁ PARTAIR
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: . T MU U AR
;harge 0 “Tmmigration Fund Washington,
[») M . .
&2
- - TaTTT O
AMERICAN CONSUL 3
| BERLIN (GERVANY) L
v oy / o
4 X ¥ "
Department greatly interested in ‘cont ents of your &
o ) / . ‘ L | @
despatch 1914 of Jenuary 7. Instruction in reply will 9
¢ : | %
shortly bef forwarded. a3
™
4}
&
\) 'x'%r P
FER 14 1938.78
| _ R
: 811,111 Colleges 62/69 |
=
-y
Enciphered by -
Sent by operalor M., 19
D. C. R.—Xo. 50 1—1462

U. S. GOYERNMERT PRINTING OFFICE

Despatch 1914 from Consulate Berlin, January 7, 1938, file 811.111 Colleges 62/69, General Visa Correspondence,
1914-1940, Entry A1-704, RG 59, National Archives. '



